
 
 

Tips for Moving 

Pre- Moving  -  Purging and Packing 

Think about your new home and visualize what you want it to look like and how you will set it 
up.  If you can attain a floor plan for the new home, create a number or letter system for 
labeling the rooms so you can also label the boxes the same way. This will simplify the 
unloading procedure. 

Purging: 

 Don’t move clutter or excess belongings with you.   Clean and weed out as you pack. 

 For any belongings that are not absolutely necessary, consider: 
Is it worth it to pack and unpack this item? 
Will I have room for it where I am going? 
Will I need it and use it in my new place? 

 Start sorting things by how they will be packed by room at the new place.  As you 
sort, determine if you really need everything you have. 

 Consider donating or selling things you know you won’t need. 

 Give items of value to friends or family if you won’t need them. 

 Keep things that you love and will use. 
 

Packing:  DIY and Carrier Packing 

DIY Packing 

 Make sure all packing boxes have sturdy bottoms and tops for stacking. 

 Use plenty of paper and bubble wrap to cushion your items and fill all boxes to the 
top so they can be stacked on trucks or in storage. 

 Items packed by owner are not covered under the liability valuation unless 
physical damage to the cartons is noted at delivery time. 

 Consider having the carrier pack fine china and other breakables of value. 

 Don’t just throw random things in boxes together. Have boxes set up for each 
room and each area of the new place.  Put belongings in the boxes according to 
where they will be needed. 

 Mark the boxes that contain the most important items to unpack first so you can 
function in the new location while you are getting settled.  



 
 

Carrier Packing 

 Leave all items to be packed in their original location. This allows the packers more 
room to work and your belongings can be sorted by room making unpacking 
easier.  

 Movers will not pack flammable, corrosive, explosive or items that can spill, so 
plan to transport yourself or give them away before the move. 

 Valuable items such jewelry, furs, certificates of stock, rare coins, etc. are not 
covered under liability valuation and should be carried by you. 

 Once a carton is packed by movers, do not unpack it and if it is absolutely 
necessary, be sure to let them inspect and reseal it for you. 

 Mark the boxes that contain the most important items to unpack first so you can 
function in the new location while you are getting settled.  

 

 

 

Don’t forget to think about pet needs, Rx needs, children’s needs, and the coffee pot and cups 
for that first morning in the new home! 
 

 

The Move - Loading and Unloading 

 
Loading: 

1. Defrost and wipe down refrigerators the night before.  Freezers are usually loaded last 
and unloaded first. 

2. Drain any waterbeds at least 24 hours before loading. 
3. If your appliances need to be serviced, have technicians do this before. 

4. On day of loading /packing, meet the crew and discuss inventory procedures as well as 
any items requiring special attention. 

5. Separate items that you will be taking with you so movers don’t accidentally load them. 
6. After items are loaded, walk through your home with the supervisor and check all 

closets, cabinets, attics and sheds, etc. to make sure nothing is left behind. 

7. Make sure everyone has directions, address and phone numbers before leaving. 
 
 
 
 
Unloading: 



 
 

1. Make sure you have a good idea where you want items placed. It helps if you have a 
floor plan and can post copies on each level showing where box ID’s will be located.  

2. If this is a non-local move, make sure you check off inventory that was made at loading. 
3. If a claim arises, make sure you have noted it on your inventory and call the moving 

company for instructions on claim procedures. 

Interstate (State to State) claims need to be filed no later than 9 months after delivery. 
Intrastate (Within State) claims need to be filed no later than 6 months after delivery. 
 
 
 

GENERAL MOVING TIPS 
 

1. If you have items to get rid of but are too valuable to give away, start selling them online 
or consign them or list them locally at least 6 weeks before moving.  It will make you feel 
like you’re being proactive and the money earned will also help you pay for the move. 

2. Arrange for a charity organization to come pick up items well before the move. It will 
save you a trip from having to haul it away. 

3. Don’t grocery shop before the move, try to use up everything you can in your fridge and 
pantry so you have less to pack and take with you and/or giveaway. 

4. Change your address at least two weeks prior to moving 
5. Keep drawers intact by covering them with Press’n Seal.  (soft items only) 
6. Press’n Seal is also great for keeping jewelry displays intact. 
7. Keep sandwich bags handy for holding and labeling small parts to things that might have 

to be taken apart (i.e. Curtain rods, mounted tvs, etc.) and tape the bags to the items 
they correspond to or keep a special box/bag for all these items in your control. 

8. Take a photo of how your electronics are connected so you can remember how and 
where all the wires go back. 

9. Vacuum seal your out of season clothing (will take up less space and can go right to 
storage) 

10. Along with food and alcohol, give your friends first dibs on anything you originally 
planned to sell or donate. (If they are helping you with the move) 

11. If you are packing yourself, wrap breakables in clothes, linens, for extra protection.  
12. Pack items you need first in a clear bin so you can see what you need. 
13. Label not only what’s in the box but what room it will go to.  Label sides of boxes in case 

of stacking and always fill boxes to the top when packing. 
14. Rule of thumb: the heavier the item, the smaller the box, unless you are packing dishes 

in a dish pack box… they can hold more weight. 
15. Pack an overnight bag with all of your essentials. Don’t forget to think about pet needs, 

Rx needs, children’s needs, and the coffee pot and cups for that first morning in the new 
home 



 
 

16. If you are renting, take photos of your cleaned out old home and your new home before 
moving in. Fill in nail holes if you want to get your deposit back.  

17. Remember to defrost and clean your refrigerator the day before you move. 
 
 

 
Thoughts for Tipping Movers 

 
Local Move 

Driver $20 per day 
Helpers $20 each per day 
Packers $10 each per day 

 
Long Distance Move 

Driver $50 
Helpers $20 each per day 
Packers $10 each per day 

 


