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LIST OF MANNERS CHILDREN SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED TO USE AT HOME 
Home should be a safe environment. Children and parents should be allowed to let down their guard and be themselves. However, 
there are still behaviors that should be encouraged and even expected while in the confines of the family home. 
 

1. Never expect someone to clean up after you. This is a hard one for both parents and children alike, because of the patterns 
formed from birth.  

2. Always knock before opening a closed door. 
3. Bathroom talk belongs in the bathroom. 
4. Ask permission before you use someone else's things. Show respect to your family by respecting their things. 
5. Sharing with your loved ones is polite. Stinginess among family should not be acceptable. 
6. If you want respect, you must give respect (that rule is for both children and parents alike). 
7. If you want respect, you must be respectable (that rule is for both children and parents alike). 
8. Remember the magic words: please, thank you, excuse me. 
9. Even family members need some personal space. Try to keep hands to one's self. 
10. Taking turns during conversation or games. Learning patience is an important life skill. 

 
What rules do your family practice in your home? 
 

LIST OF TABLE MANNERS THAT EVERY CHILD SHOULD BE TAUGHT 
I am not from the south but have lived here for 25 years now. The manners and etiquette here seem to come second nature to many 
people. Manners are sadly lacking in a lot of children in today's world. Consider politeness at home to be 1) a sign of respect to the 
family and 2) good practice for good behavior outside the home. 
 
Here are some rules for politeness at the table. 

1. Children should come to the table with clean hands. This is not only respectful, but hygienic. 
2. The table should be clear and free of toys or books during mealtime. This is a great responsibility for even the youngest 

children. 
3. Napkin should go on the lap. 
4. Each member of the household (guests included) should be seated before the first bite is taken.  
5. Please and thank you is never more appropriate than at the table. It is a great chance to practice using these very polite 

phrases. 
6. Mouths should remain closed while chewing. This includes conversation. 
7. Eating should never be a race. 
8. Diners should be seated until everyone is finished with the meal. Then asked to be excused. 
9. Everyone should be responsible for their own dish, silverware, and cup. These should be removed to the sink or dishwasher. 
10. Although moms and dads are more than happy to feed their families, children should not take the privilege of a good meal for 

granted. Compliments and gratitude should be offered to the chef (or to the one who microwaves chicken nuggets). 
 
What rules do your family practice at the dinner table? 
 

LIST OF MANNERS CHILDREN SHOULD BE TAUGHT FOR PUBLIC PLACES 
Whether it is a trip to the grocery store, school, or even a playground, it is important that while children are allowed to be children, that 
they have an understanding of what it takes to be polite in public. One thing I’ve learned is children pick up a behavior or a guideline 
only after lots and lots of practice and much modeling from parents. Children are "adults in training". Adults should have manners and 
politeness down pat, but children use their youth to learn and practice. While it may be hard on a parent's ego to see a child not 
following a rule of politeness, reinforcement is key to instilling a deep understanding of manners. Here are some manners that children 
should be encouraged to use in public. 

1. Offer a hello to people you know. Talk to your children about a polite way to address people. Some feel that children should say 
Sir or Ma'am. Others believe that a child should use another term of respect such as a Miss or Mr. before either the first or last 
name of an adult. 

2. If someone you know speaks to you, look them in the eye. Maybe include a bit of polite conversation (small talk). 
3. Use "indoor voices" indoors. 
4. Have respect for other people's property. Treat it more carefully than you would your own. 
5. Don't stare or point at other people. Be discreet. 
6. Never throw any trash on the ground. 
7. If you bump into someone, you should always say, "Excuse me." 
8. Patience is an especially difficult skill for children to master, but it is important that they learn to wait their turn. 
 

What manners do you like to emphasize to your children in public? Do you have any good advice for working on manners in public? 


